Informed Consent

The law on informed consent in most every state in the nation requires that before obtaining a patient's consent to an operation or invasive diagnostic procedure or the use of medication, a doctor has the duty to provide certain information concerning what the doctor proposes to do, the alternatives to that operation, procedure or medication and the reasonably foreseeable risks of such operation, procedure or medication. 

The patient has the right to: 
	
	-Control his or her own body, and 

	
	-Refuse any form of care that the patient considers to be unacceptably dangerous.


It is up to the patient, NOT THE DOCTOR, to make the final decision as to what risks to accept, and what risks to refuse. 

It is the doctor's duty to explain, in words that are understandable to the patient, all the facts that would be explained by a reasonable medical practitioner so that when the patient does, in fact, consent, that consent is given with an awareness of 

1. The patient's existing physical condition; 

2. The purposes and advantages of the operation, procedure or medication; 

3. The reasonably foreseeable risks to the patient's health or life which the operation, procedure or medication may impose; 

4. The risks involved to the patient if there is no operation, procedure or use of medication; and 

5. The available alternatives and the risks and advantages of those alternatives. 
“Freedom of choice, based on knowledge of alternatives”

